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Dini Perſons, © 5. 


M E N. 


Lord Ep oRAM SrRAIxXwũʃIT, Mr. Dyrx. 

Sir FxankLy DEBONAIR, Mr. CLARkx. 
Captain BxoaDsIDe, Mr. DunsTAL, 
Doctor Mano, Mr. SHUTER, 


COM E N. 


@rs!Counzr,, Miſs Fx no / 
Lady PrOTEA, Mrs, GREEN, 


( 
ee 
SERVANTS, Cc. 


T 0 


HER 0 ZE. 2M 
ELIZABETH : 


DuTcHntss of Hamilton. 


MA DAM, 


eRLTA OUGH The Lavpy's Cyoice, ._ 
. A * the Object of ſo much curious 


 & A 
Kr 


Conjecture, before its Appearance 
do the Public, be but a faint Repreſentation 
of That, Your GRACE has made; it is, 
however, with Propriety dedicated to Your 
Patronage, by, 


MAD AM, 


Your moſt reſpect ful, 
moſt humble, and 


moſt obedient Servant, 


PAUL HIFFERNAN, 


PROLOGUE 


To be ſpoken in the Character of an Univerſity-Man. 


By "Mir,  & © £8 


F & VE por'd on thi Antients, till I'm almoſt blind, 
But there no Rule for PROLOGUE-WRITING find. 


PROLOGUES are moſtly foreign to the Play; 'F 


Than this, more pertinent what can I ſay ? 
Our Piece, if lid: you'll ſee't another Day. = 
ing. 


Hu ! ſpeak no more ! rail ſome in Critic Huf 
Ay more ? what's to the Purpoſe is enuff : 

All elſe is circumlocutory, Stuff. 

Let's not anticipate the Scenes to come ; 

Actors ſtep forth, and know your AUTHOR's Doom : 
PRoOLOGUE> were ſhort in Athens and in Th 


FM 


{The following Line is ſpoken as from among na” a 
6 A PROLOGUE, Friend ; don't fwverve from the old Road.” 
[Returns. 
Then, Sirs ; ye ſhall have one, and la- mode. 
[Mimicks the uſual ceremonious Forms obſerved before 
ProLoGUEs, and the affected, pompous Manner of de- 
claiming them.] | 
The Comic Muſe fir/t ſhone in ancient Greece; 
Among the Mederns roſe the PETITE Pixcx. 
While that the former in a larger Space, 
Hunts the ri 5 of Kae of our headlong Race; 
Theſe later Dramas a mid Tenour keep, 
Con fin d to Actions of a narr*wer Sweep 
That-when-ek'd-out-to-five- Afts Feli 
The genuine Spirit's pall'd ; it dies away 
Ev'n ſo Arabia's fragrant E ſence flows ; 
Scatter'd, tis weak ; collected, charms the Noſe. 

All PeTITE Picks more than Farce re wires 
Plan, Diftion, Humour, Character, and Fire. 
Ah me ! if they ſuch Qualities muſt have, 
A hat large Indulgence needs cur AUTHOR crave: 
Who prays, not idly vain, nor void of Fearing, 
A cool, nyo, a BRITISH Hearing. 28 
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ACT I SCENE 1” 


Sir FxanxLy DRRONAIR riſes from bis Bureau, 


where he had been writing a Letter, — bis Valet 
in Wailing at a Diftance. | | 


WLIFKELL; we laughing, high-ſpirited Gentlemen 
| w M$ who affect a Superiority over the Paſſions, and 
* particularly Love, are the moſt aukward 
k. $27 when actuated thereby, and the moſt diſtreſſed 
how to proceed. 170 
With a lively and frolickſome young Lady I have 

laughed myſelf into a ſerious Inclination. hatever 
Way I made any Advances to her, whether in a grave, 
or gay Humour, ſhe ſeized the Key, quick as Camczleons . 
are tinged with the Colours of neighbouring Bodies; 
and the Debate has commonly terminated to her Advan- 


tage. | 
By frequent Hints dropped from her, I thoug I had 
Reaſon to believe, that I was the Object of her Affection; 
but when I plumed myſelf moſt with that flattering Pre- 


ſumption, a diſcouraging Laugh blaſted all Hopes. 1 have 
| B counter- 


2 Tur LADY's CHOICE. 
counter - practiſed the ſame Fineſſe with ber; by ſome- 
times pĩiteoully declaring, that the little God had pierced 
me through and through. But, on obſerving her grown 
22 at the Confeſſion, and Hluſhes conſcibus of a 
riumph mantling in her Cheeks, I have broke into an 
- 46000 Laugh ; at which ſhe departed full of Indigna- 


23 - RM ſhe is I know not ;— but tat] am i in for it, is 
beyond all Manner of Doubt. Not having ſeen her for 


ſome Time at her uſual Place of viſiting, has thrown me 


into a Kind of Melancholy.— In what er to break 
my Paffion to her is now the Queſtion ; having but a 
a thort Time to ſtay in Town, -beir obliged to attend 
my Eleftion in the Ooudtry. Im, beſides, apprehen- 
five, that piqued at my never having made any decifive 
Declaration to her, ſhe may marry one of thoſe original 
122 ſhe bas often painted ih a very whimſical 


„ RE her, ſhe may divulge it, to 
feed her own Vanity ; which would mortify my Pride to 
the laſt Degree. A female Go-between ? No: that 
1 as a e * ·[ᷣͤ„ were 3 
this Letter I have wrote, as 
Tee to her, about Buſineſs of on Satan * EA 
a fair Declaration of Love: which, if lighted, I — 
after deny with all faſhionable Effroritery. It is re- 
ſolved. Here, as, go direct] with this Billet 
and deliver it to Lady POT EA: I to the Coffee- 
houſe to read the Papers. Thither do you ſend me No- 
tice . your Return. 


3 VALET. | 
I ſhall, Sir. | [ Exit. 
DEBONAIR. | 
This Fellow's Secrecy I can depend on, having 2 
rienced his Fidelity and Addreſs through Europe. any 
of my Livery I could not truſt with this Aﬀair ; whic 


they would certainly blab to ſome Lady's Maid. of their 
Intimates: and ſhe, in Duty bound, would tell her Mi- 


ſtreſs, who, from a benevolent Spirit, would imme- - 


dately communicate it through the whole Circle of her 


„ 


Tux LADY's CHOICE. 3 
aintance ; ſo that in the Evening it would be the 


Acqu 
Talk of both Theatres and the Opera-Houſe. But the 
Die is thrown ; and the Caſt muſt now turn up either for 


Matrimony, or a AE 78 Retreat to the ; 
wa 


S $4504 S906 SECS STE SES TESTES SSSERSS 
c N 8 a 4 } - 


Lay PROTE A's Apartaient. 
Lay PROTEA, Mrs. COUNSEL 


COUNSEL 


B all the Charms of female 205 


72871 
| O—Mn, , I have never been ſo 
in my Life before, fighter 
COUNSEL 
1 . 3 
„ere * 
A Dream of moſt omingus Portent. | 
COUNSEL. 
How fo ? 
N Fr ROTE. 
4 | COUNSEL. 


| Have youdrame the Death of you dear Fried? 
= B2 'PROTEA 


La 


Tur LADY's CHOICE, 


4 
ROTE A. 
195 '  COUN'SEL. 
That your Dreſden-China was all deſtroyed ? 
ro EA 
enn. 
That your Fortune was embezzled ? 
„ A BRI A, 
No 3 worſe * all that. 8 
'. COUNSEL, 
What worſe can be ? = "x — * 
PROTEA 


. 


on as ra Aur four and twenty Hours. I dreamt, 


What worſe? O- Mrs. CounstL, unleſs I reſolve 


(tormenting Thought) that I muſt die a Maid. 


COUNSEL. 


It ſeems then, Lady PrRoTE a would not willingly die 
a Maid, 
PROTEA. - 


Not for any Conſideration. Beſides our being by ſocial, 
as well as religious Duty, bound to anſwer the great Ends of 
Providence ; ny aukward muſt I lopk, when aſked by any 
of the grave Matrons in the Elyſian Shades how Matters go 
forward among Mortals now. Unable to inform them, I 
ſhould certainly be excluded as one unworthy of their 
profound Converſations ; and be doomed to aſſociate with 
the raw and unexperienced Souls of Boarding-School 
Miſſes, The very Apprehenſion chills me. 
©, E- Sz 


: COUNSEL 


TAW LADY's CHOICE, ay; 
COUNSET.- 


To prevent in your Senſe ſo n 
what 2 your Ladyſhip propoſe ? 


PROTEA. 


I am determined, call it romantic Flight, or what you 
wa that whoever of my Suitors, (they are all to viſit 
here this Morning) pleaſe me moſt, ſhall be my wedded, 
or at Jeaſt contracted Lord ere Night. For 1 would not 
be expoſed to the Repetition of ſo terrifying an Alarm, 
though in Recompence, Der 


Lv 77 4% Maids - — 
2 aid - cb Dip * N 
n 0 z *twere ſuch Diſgrace. 
O pig the iy what On * a 
4 have the, Men ſo long coquetted ; 21 
Naw in my Turn m ju hy fretted. Yao 24 
But this Pm re ed on ; 1 
That ere I po" © 1 bay 
' Mongft Woes below, © " OE 
PII learn what here they've done. 
15 -COUNSEL, A 


Aſſured of tho eee of Sinden! wo of Be; 
TT #025 will devoutly attend. 


le? | PROTEA. . 
| So oppoſite a Set they are, they may july de called 
The Contraſts.. However, there is one, whole Character 
I have long revered ; and Addreſſes lately roceived at Lady 
Rulemade's— which, if he had followed! In all he 
ſays or does, there breathes ſuch a manly Sweetneſs, com- 
manding Decency, perſuaſive Py and winning Re- 
ſolution— thit— 


boa ky 
4 


Fer 


6 Tur LADY CHOICE. 
Enter SERVANT. 
"SERVANT. 

* Dundas Broapups walts on your Ladyſhip. 
"RE u 
him vp.” (Exit Savant) Though of the Navy 

ner e e Ben te R 

every Thing elſe. I muſt 


each of my moſt extraordinary — 
Hero makes Love like bluſtering Zales, and ſtrides in a 


Lady's Chamber, Meats Mp in os 
Enter Captain BROADSIDE. 
BROADSIDE, 

T am come to make m 1 N „Madam; which is, 
to be either made this in being ſole Poſſeſſor 


of ſo lovely a Prize ; Ty bulg on a Refuſal to never 
ſee you more. | 


PRO TEA. 
Why in ſo violent a Hurry, good Captain? 
BROADSIDE. 


| Becauſe we are in Hopes of receiving immediate Or- 
ders to fail in Queſt of D and, if the Chance 
of War ſhould put an End to a True Bricon's Life, that my 
Fortune may add an Affluence to your's, who y ad 
0 


me the moſt deſerving of your Sex. Wha 
think : It is the Language of Sincerity, au 
the Flouriſhing of Court - Flattery. 


ROTE A. 
Gratitude exacts my Thanks, though Love be his Ad- 


verſary. Plain, rough Integr _ is. but a weak Recom- 
mendation to one whoſe chief Reliſh is for a 1 


Taz LADYs CHOICE 5 
Taſte, Manners, and Converſation. He is not predeſtined 
for me, that is certain. | 
[ Afide to CounssL., 
BROADSIDE. | 
Wal, Lady fair, what Anſwer do you make? 
PRO TEA. 


Have you performed the Conditions on which you wer 
to have me ? | 


BROADSIDE. 
What Conditions ? ; 
PROTE A. 


Have you been at any of the Academies for grown-up 
People, to learn to come gracefully into a Room, and 
poli * Manners? In ſhort, have you learned to 


5, 
or 
er 


B ROAD SID E. 6 
I am aſtoniſhed at the Incomprehenſibility of your Mean 
ng. PROTEA. 


My Meaning is, that I have made a Vow, never to 
a Man, who canngt moſt elegantly dance. 
[She dances ; looks on her with Amazement. 


BROADSIDE. 


„ Zounds, Madam — there is na being patient at 
ſuch Treatment. Do you doubt my Loyalty to his Ma- 
jeſty? my Zeal for my Country? do you take me to be 
a Jacobite ] or a Spy for the French King? Dance quoth-a! 


Pp ROTE A. 
Yes, dance ; that's the Condition. 


[ She dances again. 
BROAD- 


» 414 


s Tar LADY'S CHOICE. 
B ROAD SID E. 


I am of Opinion no Man is excuſable for Dancing, but 
when drunk—and in Truth what ſo like Drunkenneſs as 
Dancing? Your reel- about Minuet formed on the Figure 
of Eight, reſembles pretty near a drunken Man 

this Way and that in the Street; or a Ship broke looſe 
from her Cables, when without Direction from the Helm ſhe 
gig-zags along.—As for your Contre Dances, when I ſee 
the up-and-down Hurry of a Crew of powdered Heads, I 
don't know what to compare them to, but to white curl'd 


Breakers chacing each other upon Shallows. 
P R. O T EA. 


Your profane Compariſons againſt my favourite Plea- 


ſure affront me. 


BROADSIDE. 


I am ſorry for it; yet ſhould I for that be rejected: 1 
cannot help wiſhing, that when your Ladyſhip ſhall ven- 
ture on the married ſtate, you may join with a 
as much Honour. Let me tell you, you will find none 
ſuch among the trim Sparks of the Court. Their incon- 
fant Hearts veer about to every Point of the Compaſs, 
never fixed by the Stays of Truth, and mutual Love— 
But what of that? they can dance 

[ Knocking at the Street-Door. 


Pp ROTE A. 


What violent Knocking ! Step down Mrs. Couxs zT, 
and know who it is. ( Exit CouxsE L.) And you Captain 
take a Turn in the Garden. As ſoon as this Viſitor ſhall 
be gone, I will give you your final Anſwer, after a mature 

ion on the Propoſal you have made. 


BROADSIDE. 
Madam, I obey ; and ſhall wait your Signal to bring 
to I fay dance, with a Vengeance. | : 
£ [ Exit. 


Enter 


rit. 


Her 


2328 


* 


Taz LADY CHOICE. 8 
Euter Me. 'CounstL.. 
COUNSEL, 


Lord EPIGRAM Sraamwir%s 1 4 


i 5 
rappd violently. His Lordſhip waits in his Chair to 
— if he can have the Honour of feeingyou this Morn- 


1 PROTEA. 


Admithim. Exit CounsEL.) Another of my Wooers 
Lord Errcram SThainwir, à Beau, and & Wit, 


neither young nor old as ſame Parts, but moſt con- 


ſummate Vani ects to know «te Fn a of 
—— to make Loe that fine . 
retorted— ys Vis, not fo much to ſee 


ſhew dun 


W oh, ſpewing in Lord Evrnxat 


e os on, 
STRAINWIFT. | 


May I live in perpetual Di with the nine Muſes, 
" aborrd by the three Graces, and for ever eraſed out 
Dany od ra ee age you, are 
- bly charming this Morning. 7 
Thoughts, and witty Sayings, you are. yes 
Creation. Your Features diffuſe Immenſity of Nr 


all around. 


= - T 


rr 

ai have Mercy on n 
S TRADNWTIT. 

r bes ON Soba, © if I 


have fad any thing but the Truth. 


C  PROTEA. 


1 
- = LE 


: A „ 5 wy _—__— x 
', 


10 Tus LADY's CHOICE, 


- — — 


Ceaſe your Quayering, my Lord, and tell me what 
News in the political World. i 


P ROTE A. 


A Ceſſation of Compliments I entreat. Has your Lord - 
ſhip been at the Houſe lately ? 


STRAINWIT. 


Wich Houſe, Madam? The Opera Houſe, or that of 
C:vent Garden, or Drury-Lane ? 


ROT EA. 
No, my Lord: I mean the Parliament Houſe. 
$TRAINWIT. 
The Parliament Houſe ! pooh—T go thither now and 


then, to ſee what they are a doing ; bur little is the Allure- 


ment there for a brilliant Imagination. Nothing is to be 


heard but dry conſtitutional Debates ; which I ſeldom, or 
Tather never indeed trouble my Head about. We Men 


of Taſte have more eſſential Things to mind; Aſſemblies, 
Maſquerades, Plays, and Operas. 
| 1 we [ins an Italian Air. 


PROTEA 


3 S TRAIN WIT. 


Politics I deteſt. Let us turn to my darling Subject, 
Love. How ſoon ſhall I be univerſally envied for being 
the Lord of ſo much much Wit and Beauty as your Lady- 
ſhip poſlefleth © | ; 

-PROTEA.- 
As ſoon as you, my Lord, can make a Vow:to be a 


conſtant Huſband ; but that I dare not hope, when I re- 


flect on the many rival Beauties that would ſolicit your; 
Infidelity, in order to thwart my ſuperior Happineſs. Can 


ou promiſe, my Lord ? 
8 STRAIN. 


Tart LADY's CHOICE. 11 
STRAINWTIT. 

Upon Soul, Lady PrRoTEA, that is a nice Que- 

ſtion you have put to me. Let me conſider In ſtrict 

Honour I cannot make ſuch a Promiſe No one can 


foreſee how powerful 'Temptations may prove. And the 
dear Rogues ſo perſecute me; O how they do perſecute 


= PROTEA. 
Ah me! Deſpair muſt be my Lot. 
* STRAINWIT. 
Why Deſpair ? We may compound Matters. 
ꝛũ PROTEA, 


Compound Matters! I am of a jealous Nature, and will 
not compound to yield a Tittle of my Right. 


STRAINWTIT., 
That is very churliſh, and underbred. 
PROTEA _ 


That Reply is inſolent and unbecoming of a Peer. I 
hope you will not plead your Privilege for being unman- 


nerly to a Woman ? 


8 TRAIN WII. 


Lord, Madam, do not huff ſo. The Violence of your 
Voice has cauſed a Brainquake in my Head, and quite diſ- 
2 a Stanza I had juſt compoſed. Pray Silence, one 
oment, that I may try if I can recover, or juſtle it to- 
gether again. Ol have it. 
Without Feeling Love T ing, 
id always on the Ning; 
Without Love there is no Pleaſure, 
Love is Beauty's darling Treaſure : 
On that Paſſion I refine, 
- Envy owns SHEERWIT it mine. 


C 2 PROTEA, 


= 
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: Tut LADY's CHOICE. 
PROTE A. 
It is very complaiſant of Envy. 
STRAINWIT. 
Dee 


Lady Px are ou in Raptures with theſ- 
ae y PROTEA, are not you in Raptures wi 0 


P ROT E A. 


Not I indeed. Their Meaning is as impertinent, as 
their Verlification is hobbling; in my Opinion. 


STRAINWIT. 


' Your Opinion, Madam! I never repeat my Conceits 
to you, or any of your Sex, but for your Admiration. 
As to Opinion, tho” but the Baſtard Child of Judgment, 
you have none. Thus you vainly conftrue our merely 
civil Addreſſes into a Love for your Perſons. But know, 
Madam, that when we proſeſſedly ſigh for a celebrated 
Toaſt, it is but to indulge our own Vanity, not that we 
feel the leaſt ; for we Wits, like you Coquets, love none 
but ourſelves. | [gp | 


PRO T E A. 


Pray have you any more civil Things to fay ? But leſt 
the Impetuoſity of your Wit ſhould mortgage your Judg- 
ment beyond all Hopes of a Recovery, walk a while in 
the Garden, in order to recall departed Senſe and Manners 
to your Aﬀiſtance; then you ſhall. hear my conclufive An- 
ſwer you have fo lorig petitioned for. | 


STRAINWTT. 


When Beauty orders, Genius muſt obey, 
Without Feeling, &c. | 
| [ Exit. 


PROTEA. 


KRK, 


1 


t. 


ur LADY's CHOICE; 13" 
PROTEA. 


Wait on his Lordſhip. (Exit Counser) What a 
ridiculous, ſel-loving Animal it is. — To him and many 
ſuch titled Coxcombs may be applied the Saying of an 
ingenious Friend of mine: Fhey are Wits among Lords, 
and Lords among Wits. What a Pity it is, that Men of 
true Merit are often compelled by a ſcanty Situation to' 
pay Court to, and dance n Unwor- 
chineſs. | | 
[ Ext. 


WUD DID DUR DID BUDD DD DUO Gr 
S G E N E. 
Te G AR PDE N., 
Enter BROADSID RE. 
BROADSIDE. (Sing) 
* ——— Flag with Gl. reigns 


umphant o er the ſubjett Waves ; 
Ns fre lr Tar of Wil complains, 


ſcourge vain 5 haughty Slaves. 
Enter on the oppoſite Side Lord N 


STRAINWIT; | 
BROADSIDE | 
What ſkipping Blade is this bears down upon 


Beeauſe he dances his Steps 
Hatred for him. 


me ? 
along, I have already a fixed 
Ho, Sir ; what Cheer ? 


STRAINWET. 


By the Bluntneſs of his Salute, lengthy Sword, and 
other Accoutrements, this muſt be a Sea-Officer (Af Aide) 
ut 


4 Taz LADY'S CHOICE. 
But to rectify his Miſtake, and find out who he is ;—— 

Sir, Lord Ep1GRAM STRAINWIT is the moſt obedient, 
bumble Servant of ? 


BROADSIDE. 


DreapxnoucnhT BroaADsIDE, a Captain of the 
Navy. Thank Heaven, Tam not aſhamed of the one, 
and his Majeſty, that I glory in, the other. 'I do not 
remember, my Lord, that I have ever ſeen any of your 
Name upon our Lift of Officers. 


STRAINWIT. 


No, Captain; for we being of delicate Conſtitutions, 
are hereditary Retainers to the Muſe. 


B ROAD SIDE. 


A Courtier this, and a Placeman. (Afide) I have 
often heard, that there are very good Poſts about the 
King's Mews; and, for aught I know to the contrary, 
your Lordſhip may be his Maſter of Horſe. 


STRAINWIT. 


O the Sea-Gull.— One may make this Fellow ſwallow 
any Thing out of the Latitude of his Profeſhon. ( Aide) 
Captain, have you heard the News of this Morning, 
which. has alarmed the Court and City ? 


apr BROADSIDE. 
Not I : What is it, pray ? 
STRAINWIFT, 
That our kanne have entrenched themſelves on the 


narrow Paſs of Panmenmaur, a Mountain in ales, to 
cut off all Communication betwixt England and Ireland; 
and that the JYelch, in Order to diſlodge them, throw 
Goats and Stones down on them pell-mell as Fups iter, 
in the Pocts, uſed from high Mountains to — poor Mor- 
tals with Thunderbolts. 


B ROA D- 


Ly 


Look out, to prevent their Landing. Notwithſtanding 


TAI LADY* CHOICE. 15 
1 ROA DSIDP E. 


I wiſh them Succeſs, There muſt be Treachery ſome 
where in our Navy, that there has not been a better 


his News, from the Diſlike I conceived. for. this 
dancing Fop, I cannot help daſhing him a, Hummer; 
I'll do't. 


. p 


S TRALINW IT) 1, 


How profoundly he meditates on my Fib ; is, perhaps, 
laying Schemes to go and annoy the * with bis Ship 


BROADSIDE.. 


My Lord, one good Turn deſerves another : As I 
came hither from the Admiralty, I left them in the greateſt 


Joy . 
STRAINWIT. 


At what ? 
BROADSIDE 


At an Expreſs juſt arrived from Gibrater, which in- 
forms us, that there has been a bloody Engagement be- 
tween the Enemy's Fleet and ours, in the 2 e of Ge- 
neva ; that we have burned and ſunk many of their Ships; 
taken more : and when the Courier came off, were * 
ſuing the reſt through the Canal of Languedec, to 
Gulph of Lyons. , 


STRAINWIT. 


By this Succeſs then, we have cleared the Archipelago; 
ſecured it's Trade to ourſelves 3 ; and ſhall henceforwards 
compel the French to keep their 9 at — Land- 
locked at Toulouſe . 


BROADSIDE. (Ade) © 
Wa the Puppy would fo. This is a+ good one, 


and how eagerly f ſwallowed. by my Land Gudgeon |! I can ' 
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not have Patience to converſe any longer with him; ſo 1 
will even ſheer off, and bear down yon Walk, 


S TRAINWI Tr. 


Notwithftanding I am obliged to him for his News, he 
ſmells ſo ftrong of Tar, that, to relieve my Noſe from 
— EMuvia, I muſt repair to yon ſweet-ſcented * 

Adieu, Captain ; he ffn... 4 


BROADSIDE. 


. x: £ nn. ae HC 
My Fingers itch to lace him with a Cord. 
| | (Exit. 


[Exit. 


"End of te FIRST ACT. 
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A0 r H "Ce EY 
Lady PRO TE A“, Apartment. 
Lach PRO T E A, Mrs. COUNSEL, 


COUNSEL. 


NINA DAM, your learned Admiret is come: he 


P M now deſcends from his roomy Coach, ſo en- 
larged, that he may not be ſtinted of a ſufficient 


NA 8 of Air for the due and Jaudable 

nomy of his Lungs ; being under a Ne- 
ceſſity of keeping the Windows ſhut to conceal his whim- 
fical Dreſs, half antique, half modern ; which hath ac- 
quired to him the Title of the odd Gentleman in Maſque- 
rade, Your Ladyſhip is the only modern Being he has 
any Reliſh for. ; 


„ 


P ROTE A. 


Deer Marno! 
COUNSEL. 


The ſame. | 
P ROT E A. 


This very extraordinary Being, Doctor Marko, is 
the Abridgment of our two Univerſities, Cream, and 
all other Colleges. That a Man born to a plentiful For- 
tune ſhould diſqualify himſelf for the faſhionable Elegan- 


cies of Life, by traveſtying his Perſon into an Antique 


Abſurdity ! He expects great Reverence on Account of 
his extenſive Knowledge ;— but, ecce Homo here he 
comes, | | 


D Dinter 
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Enter Doctor Mar Ro. 
MAT Ho. 


The Greeks and Remans uſed not to falute by the De- 
poſition of this triangular, Gothick Invention——a Hat. 


PROTEA 
Not being inſtructed how the Ladies of Grerte and 
Rome uſed to ſalute, ' you will condeſcend I hope to be 
ſatisfied with our modern Method of a Curtfy. 
MATH O. 
To be ſure, Madam; and by all the Rules of Analogy, 
PROTEA. 


Mrs. CounsEgL, ſee whence that Noiſe. 
4. [4 Noiſe is beard. 


COUNSEL. 


The Monkey, got into his wicked Frolicks, has made 
in one of your Ladyſhip's Gowns a moſt wicked Ren. 


MAT HO. 
Rent ! What a ſtarved and barren Sound is that! Mo- 
noſyllables are the Diſgrace of our Thrice 


happy Ancients, particularly the Gree#s. our Words 
only echo the Senſe. For Inſtance, thus they expreſs 
I have made a Rent Ketrala. There is a Word! 


PR OT E A. 
The Ungreekified would think you ſwore in it. 
COUNSE L. 


I vow, Madam, I ſhould incline to think, from it's 


craſhing Noiſe, that it ſignifies a Nut-cracker, 


MATHO. 


% 
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| MATH YO. | 


Groſs Ignorance ! hold your Tongue. To prove 
their Superiority over us, I can produce many P 
from the Gre and ſome too from the Latins, 


PROTEA. 


I 2 may not, Sir. It is monſtrous that ye e learp- 
can — hn ſpeak but by Quotation; £ Cicero 

24 this, gd Plato that; which is no Proof of Senſe, 
but Memory. Your Diſcourſe in general is mere Patch- 
Work. For my Part I would always chuſe leſs af the Ko 


man or Greet; but more of the Engliſbman. 
MATHO. 


Then, Madam, by this Declaration, you prefer” the 
Moderns to the Antients. 


PROTEA. 


I do——how-much ſoever you may eſteera them. For 
all the Antients, in my Senſe ol Things, are not worth 


one living 


MATHO. 


The Meoderns, a re it muſt be owned, have their 
Share of Merit ; and many have been their Improvements 
in Natural Philoſophy.——In our laſt Converſation I gave 
you a general View of their new Syſtems of the Wotld; 
and in explaining the vorticular Hypotheſis, I obſerved to 
ng — by way of an illuſtrating Similarity, that 


. r about in the Forzex of pour 
P ROT EA. 


I a Vortex ! T twirl Things about ! What does your 
Doctorſhip mean? I ſuppoſe, Sir, like ſome philoſophical 
Coxcombs, you think Women have not Souls ; would 
— us into meer Machines. Do all your Love-Pro- 

ations amount but to this, that I am | dcbaſed into a 


Whirl-gig? Grant me Patience, Heaven! 
D 2 COUN- 
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C OUNS EL. 


Never has our Sex been ſo wickedly abuſed, (Mecps.) 


O fie, Sir. 8 
MAT HO. 


Here am I in a bleſſed Situation between two female 
Volcanos, eructing Flame, Sulphur, and Indignation at 


me. 
COUNSE L. 


I proteſt, Sir, you are vaſtly rude to provoke my Lady 
into ſuch a Violence of Temper. F 


MATH O. 


Peace exotic. Aſter the Storm comes a Calm.— 
Odſo, I muſt mollify her, and in the claſſical Way too. 
Divine Amaryllis look not thus frowningly on, your 
faithful, wounded, ſighing Curyden; by whom the Circle 
of your Arms is preferred to the Encyclopedy of Arts 
and Sciences: and the ſhowy Allurements of your Neck 
and Boſom to the milky Way. | 


PROTEA. 
Can you forſake the Stars for me ? 
MATH O. 


Intermittently, I can——entirely——no, 
| PROTEA. 


No ! Why then, I declare I will ſuffer no Rival in the 
Affections of the Man I wed. -I ſhould never bear the 
Thought of my Huſband's riſing from me in cold Win- 
| ter Nights, to clamber to an Obſervatory on the Top of 
i the Houſe; there freeze in Admiration of the regardlefs 
| 4 Beauties of the Sky, Then I, forſaken Spouſe, impelled 

by conjugal Duty, as well as Love, muft quit my warm 
Bed, and in a looſely huddled on Robe, aſcend to envelop 
therein my congealed, and hecdleſs Dear; warm and _ 


£ 


—— TRAT-: 


e 
* 2 — 
— — — 


—_ 


— 
r 


„ a 
? — * 
3 A's 
I 


G » 1 
4 * £ * _ 


_— — « - vw 
— —K—K———-— K 


1 
. 
if 
LF 
| 
. 
Ve 
7 


1 


Taz LADY Ss CHOICE. 27 


him to Humanity again. But in ſo doing, what frequent 
Colds muſt I be expoſed to ? 


MATH O, 


Kind Creature 
COUNSE L. 


Ay, conſider that, Sir. Pretty Pretenſions truly to 
' court young Ladies with, as if they wanted nothing but 
aſtronomical Inſtruments ; all which I will poſitively break; 
next fling your Greek and Latin Books into the Fire: 
| then ſee if they throw up a brighter Flame than our E- 
ii Volumes can. 


MAT H ©, 


Will you ſo, 275 born Enemy to Knowledge and 
polite Literature? Madam, do you encourage this ſhe- 
VandaPs Inſolence? Do you join in hoſtile Conſpiracy 
againſt the Arts and Sciences ? wy 


PROTEA. 


Againſt toq great a Superſtition for them I declare; ſince 
I daily ſee ſuch bad Effects: which are, to render your 
Fraternity a moſt conceitedly-aukward Set of Mortals. Mix 
more with Society, in order to become tolerable. The 
ſtiff Univerſity Habit cannot be ſhook off at once. 
Therefore when you make an Inroad into the Beau Monde, 
failing of it's Manners you fall to abuſing it ; then hurry 
back to your College Boa, there affect Singularity of 
Behaviour or Dreſs; and laviſhly praiſe the Deceaſed of 


Antiquity, becauſe incapable of figuring in our polite Aſ+ 
ſemblies. 
| COUNSEL. 
Bravo———Madam———Bravo. 
MATHO. 


Tutelary Gods of Greece and Rome, how ſacred Anti- 
uity is here profaned thro? me by her irreverent Ladyſhip— 
and yet one can no more help admiring ſuch pretty Trifle 
than 
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f than a beautiful Fly, or a neatly tinctured Tulip; they 
il are alike fluttering and gaudy.——But in Spite of Philo- | 


| ſophy my Blood is rouzed. Therefore, Madam, Ma- 
| dam, I demand a categorical Anſwer.—— Are you diſ- 
il poſed to be my legal and ratified Companion for Life? 
Enter SERVANT. | 


SERVANT. 


deliver into no Hands, but your Ladyſhip's. 
PROTEA. 


left there be any Charm in it. 
COUNSEL. 


I am Charm Proof. ; | 
[ Exit CouxSEL and SERVANT. 


PROTEA. 


categorical Anſwer you demand, be pleaſed to amuſe 
yourſelf awhile in the Garden, You will ſce, perhaps, 
a Relation or two of mine there; but you nced not take 
any Notice of them. | 


MATH O. 


I ſhall not, Madam; but will excite gay Thoughts with 
my conſtant Companion, a Pocket Fnacreon ; his Senti- 
ments and mine tally ſo exattly: 


With flow'ry Wreaths my Head entwine, 
Gods give me Women, give me Wine. 
| [Exit. 


- 


Enter 


Madam, a Perſon, who appears to be a Valet de Chambre; 3 
has a Letter, which he ſays he has particular Orders to 1 


Couxsz L, go perſanate me, and receive the Letter, 


That I may diſpatch an Anſwer to this Letter, what- 
ever it's Import be, and have alſo Time to reflect on the | 
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Eu Cob uni. 


COUNSEL. 


Here is the Letter, om Is N bowed moſt 
reſpectfully as he delivered it. By the "Tingling of my 
3 f re J believe there is a Charm in it. * 

3 PROTEA. 


( Reads.) Who waits there? (Enter Servant.) Tell 
the Bearer of this Letter I ſhall be at Home. ( Trit San · 
VANT.) Whom think you it is from ? 


COUNSEL, 


I cannot ſay. 
PROTEA. 


From the very Gentleman I have been ſo taken with 


at Lady Rulemode's. My other Suppliants I hold cheap, but 
to receive Sir FRANKLY DEBONAIR, Who is an ac- 
knowledged Connoiſſeur of polite and elegant Life, I muſt 
go and have every thing ranged in Taſte, Thyů ABſt- 
ance, Couxs TL, will be wanted. 


COUNSEL 
It is always at your Ladyſhip's Diſpoſal. 
PROTEA. 


Come, dear Sir FRANKLY, to complete my Vow— 
free me from the Terrors of my Dream, and the Perſe- 
cution of thoſe odious Admirers 


By whom T've been for ſix long Months purſued ! 
Was ever Nymph by three ſuch Mortals wooed 7 Ip 
xif. 


SCENE 
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SCENE changes to the Garden. 


Enter Mar no, with ſome Flowers in his Hand, 
MAT HO. 


Theſe Flowers are of exquiſite Odour, and moſt beau - 
tifully ſtreaked ! How wonderful is Nature in the Variety 
of her Delineations ! I vow a ſalubrious Air breathes 
in this Garden. It is an abſolute Country in the Town. 
By it's Situation and Extent it is well fitted for Specula- 
tion. What Terror-looking Wight comes this Way? 
Some military Relation of her Ladyſhip, I ſuppoſe. 


Enter BROADSIDE. 
BROADSIDE. 


A very oddly dreſſed Gentleman this, —belike a Tra- 
veller in ſome far diſtant Parts; and what he wears, the 
Garb of the Country he is come from. ( Aide.) However, 
as he is a good, ſober-countenanced Gentleman, I have no 
Diſlike to converſe with him. Pray, Sir, what is the 
News of the Day ? | ths 


MAT HO. 
None, that I know of, Sir. 
B ROAD SID E. 


None ! that is very ſtrange. I have been informed not 
Jong ſince, that our 7 a. had entrenched themſelves at 
the narrow Paſs of Panmenmaur, and 


MATH O. 
Whoever told you ſo, meant to play on you. 
BROADSIDE. 


Play on me? Blood, Sir, take care of what you ſay. 
MATHO. 


[+ 
y 
8 
1. 


). 


this ? It has the formal priggiſh Look of a Royal- 
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MAT H O. 
He might as well have told you, that 


trenched on the Top of the Monument. 
practicable as the other. | 


B ROAD SID E. 


Might he ſo ? Then I have been impoſed on, it ſeems. 
— Raſcal is ſomewhere in the Garden. By the 
Honour of our Flag, I will give inſtant Chace; - (draws) 
grapple with, and have the W 

it. 


* 


MATH O. 


I fear I ſhall be the innocent Cauſe of Miſchief,—— 
What glicteri agent have we here ? He lightly bounds to 


his own Muſi But for her Ladyſhip's good Senſe, I 


ii. ould ſuſpect him to be a Lover of her's. 


Enter Lord Ep1GRAM STRAINWIT: 


% 


\, STRAINWIT.” 


Tn the Name of Tragi-Comedy what burleſque Figure is 


Virtuoſo. I ſhall ſmoke him ia a Minute or two's — 


verſation. I honour his Buſkins, e 


) Sir, this is a very 


ment of his ue Perſon. 4 
pony ] to the Poſleſlor's 


2 eaſant Garden, and a beautiful 
| MATHO. 


Adequately fo. | 
STRAINWIT. 


Adequately ſo. = —( Mimicking bim afide.) Prey, Sir — 
— you heard of ' the extraordinary Succeſs of 


E MATHO, 


93K —— „ — 
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MATHO 
. No, Sig but hl be ghd e ber om you, 
. 


The Enemy's Fleet and ours engaged i in the Lake of 
Geneva. 


MATHO. 
Ha, hay hay Why, Sir, a you are a Gentleman 
+ $BPKALTNWLT. 


What ds you lagh at Sir? lan more than a Gen- 


MATHO. 
And lefs, perhaps. 
STRAINWIT. 


» — 


Iam a Te Lord ErionAu Srzamwr. 
1 MAT H o. . 
The Hackney Bon- Mot Man, and Sonneteer of the 


Court. . Then, my Lord, ſince you have made 
your Tip learn from Doctor MaTHro. 
"> :STRAINW IT.\ 


This is the whimſical Antiquarian; the univerſally 
learned Thing I have heard ſo much of. ¶ Afide) Well, 
Sir ; what am I to learn from Doctor MaTtwo? © 


| MAT H O. 


That the Lake of Geneva is in the Middle of Lands ; 
that no Ships of War ever engaged thereon ; that this is 
ns to render you ridiculous by repeating 


N © STRAIN; 
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. CTAALNELY 


n zh, good Doctor Mar no. There is 
for ſo KAY Comment.— Pam almoſt choaked 
with 1 into Rage, —— will ſet 
Fire to the vile T. 1 hope he has not left the 
Precincts of the Garden. 1 wil ferret him out Sword in 
Hand; (draws) ſhould he "refuſe me immediate Satisfac- 
tion: N Am 
miſſion taken from him. dy 
FF IMUL1 $50 i 21% 2M NOT E Artie 13% 
| IKA ' a 
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If ſetting Fools right, be like to produce ſo much 
Harm ; henceforward let the World be immerſed in, and 
grow fond of Errour for Maro. But as I have with- 
out any malicious Intention, raiſed a Storm bere, it is 
proper, in Regard to myſelf and the Lady, that I endea+ 
vour to lay it; as well as to prevent dangerous and bor 
micide ene eee I mu ug out theſe 1 
nacing An Come forth, Peace- maker; (draws) 
come forth ny honeſt Sword, fabricated from the | the dear 
Rees of dimns Achilles Spear : in Honour of whom 1 
moſt devoutly kiſs thee. I ſmack on TER 
Ruſt, the true Green. of. Antiquity ! 
O let me kiſs thee Ger and o'er e! f fot" 
| een | 


a 


: 


a 


T 
io 
\$CENE changes diem. 
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What clegant Equipage js ot heave gies the Doar ? 

COUNSEL... 1 
| Thr the garen coming w al your dn 
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Enter SERVANT. 

+ ton SERVANT. 

Madam, Sir F. 


RANKLY DEBONAIR. 
"PROTEA. 


Order him Admittance ; and obſerve, I am not at 
Home for any Viſiter more. (Exit Servant) Sir 
FRANKLY's Coming has thrown me into a little Flurry 
but it Bs (ow over. © © © © 
' - COUNSEL. 

Not quite, I would bet my Chaſtity — O Nature, 


Nature, this is one of thy ſympathetic Strokes of Hearts 
in Uniſon with each other. will ſteer my Politicks 


; accordingly. _ e | "[Afods. 


Euer Sir FRanxLy DxBONAIR, 
DE BON AIX 


Madam, fince I had the Happineſs (I may add without 
Flattery, the greateſt in my Life) of a few Interviews 
with you at Rulemode's ; I have long ſighed for a 
concluſive one, relative to what I hinted to you there, half 

oke, half Earneſt ; but have in vain, to the no ſmall 

itement of their Curioſity, gone often thither ſince, 
in Hopes of meeting you ; but was not ſo fortunate. I 
avoided making any particular Enquiry after-you leſt he 
and her very inquilitive Aſſembly, ſhould in ſolemn De- 
bate pronounce ; there is ſomething to be ſure in the 
Wind ; and Time cannot keep a Secret. 


erated obe - oo & 


It is ſtrange, Sir FRANK LV, as you juſtly obſerve, 
that Perſons of different Sexcs cannot cultivate an bo- 
nourable Acquaintance, without being liable to imperti- 
nent Explications, 5 * 


D E- 
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DE BON AIX. 


Madam, reſolved to pay no more Attendance to 
Chance, I come to you thus unheralded ; and hope your 
Ladyſhip will pardon the Intruſion. 


Sir FRaxnxLy DEBONAIR's Character for his cele- 
brated good Qualities is a Paſſport for him to the moſt 
prudiſh, to the moſt delicate Rue{ſes : Nay, his Viſits are 
eſteemed as an Honour reflected on thoſe to whom ad 
DEBON AIX. 
22 you have almoſt put me to a Lady's Conſu- 

"PROTEA. 
In what I have ſaid I am-but an Echo of the Publick, 
DEBONATIR: j 

Urgent Affairs demanding my ſpeedy Departure from 
Landen, I could no longer wait for a caſual Opportunity 
of ſeeing you; nor can at preſent laviſh -a too precious 
Time, in the idle Round of faſhionable Dialogue ; and 
therefore, inform your Ladyſhip, that I am come to treat 
and conclude with you on à Subject of the laſt Im- 


\ PROT B &3 5 12 18 
A Subject of the laſt Importance with me, Sir FxankLy! 
| DEBONAIR . 


What J have to propoſe is of ſo tender a Nature; that 

I think there is one too many in the Room to hear it, | 
PR OTB ng th 
Nothing is ever propoſed to me but in the Preſence of 
this Gentlewoman, Mrs. CounsEL ; my conflant Com- 


'on, and faithful Guide from my Infancy. 
8 "COUNSEL 


ö 
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COUNSEL. 
81 I ˙ » e 
our. #4 | 
D E BON-ATR. ; cle 
Let then my ready Confidence infure your Friendhp 
me. 
2 COUNSEL. 2 
een, I am we wag u you 
Behalf. 
PROTEA, LUST 


ae then I am in a fine Way between them. 
me [Afide, 
DEBONAIR. 


Grown tired, nay, ſick of the ſatiating Circle of mo- 
difh, or rather intoxicating Life ; I am convinced true 
Happineſs is no where to. be. found but among Zymen's 
— by muthal Inclination. 


I | 


- OE Shot 
Wyy, Sir rer, cis Declrition 16 me? . 
1 do not know any of our Sex ns 

matrimonial State ſo boom wy of your 

: " +» PROTEA bie A 


What think you, Mrs. Counsers ?- [ Aſide, 
COUNSEL. 4 


4 


That you wil be his (to Sir Fx AVvx Tv) Make 
ſure of 5 now, Sir FRANK TY: For Reaſons I ſhall tell 


you hereafter. This is the very Criſis of your Fortune. 
"DE 


— 
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DEBONATIR. 


Behold with Eyes of Triumph, your acknowledged 
Conqueſt ; who now courts the Chain he fo long ap- 
peared reluctant to put on. | 
Nn: ""PROTEA.' 


Now, Sir FxanxLy,' that I have heard you make, 


Fx 


with a moſt ſolemn Face, a very ſerious Declaration f 


Love ; you will be ſo kind as to excuſe me, if I cannot 
help laughing on the Occaſion of this Subject of the laft 
Importance. Ha, ha, ha! Will it be believed Abrqad, 
that fo privileged, ſo ſuperiour a Soul as Sir FRANKLY 
DenronaiR's, could become a Whiner in Love ! That 
his great Heart could be penetrated by the weak Arrows 


of Cupid That his ſtrong Senſe could condeſcend to de- 


clare him a Woman's Slave! Ha, ha, ha! At 
DE BONAIX. * 
Come, Come, Madam, this is no Time for trifling.— 


h of this Sort of Fooling has paſſed already 
— well my Words: No Oracle ever = 
truer,— If you miſs me now, you never more {hall me 


ſee. 
T h e PARTIES 


What a barbarous Sentence you have - pronounced } 
From the Vehemence of it I begin to think you are ſome- 
what in Love. How can I in Return ſhew my Grati- 
tude more than by promiſing to keep your Weakneſs a 
Secret ; for you 1 So you need not 
apprehend its ſpreadi if you can keep your 
own Mind. I date anſwer for Mrs. Conn Dies 
tion at keeping a Secret. an 


COUNSEL. ® 


259 


So your Ladyſhip may ; but never for more an 
4 


ime. Therefore, in Order to take this in, I m 
another out; for my Boſom could never contain two, 


PROTEA 


b 
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PRO TEA. 


What can this Riddle mean? 
COUNSEL. 


That you are as much in Love with Sir FRAnkLy, 
as he can poſſibly be with you; and that were he to de- 
part as he threatened ; I ſhould have you on the Inſtant 


ſwooning in my Arms. | 
DEBONATIR. 
Good CounssL, I ſhall reward your Friendſhip. 
COUNSEL. 


Virtue is its own Reward, Sir. This is an Act of 
Juſtice. I now feel light as Air, having diſcharged my 
Conſcience. | | 

_ & +. a $7 * 


This Stroke of Perfidy I was not prepared for=—— and 
my Confuſion ſtrengthens her Aſﬀertion, 
| "'DEBONATIR. 


Well, Madam, I believe I may laugh in my Turn; 
Ha, ha, ha. My Advice to you is ; plead guilty, and 
throw yourſelf on the Mercy of the Court ; we'll keep 
it ſecret ; for your Reputation's Sake, Ha, ha, ha. 


TR EPS A 


Sure, Sir FRANKLY, you cannot pay Attention ,to 
what this impudent Woman has ſaid : It was done to vex 


me. 
GD EBONAIR. 


Has not ſhe been your conſtant Companion, and faith- 
ful Guide from your Infancy ? Why thus idly perſevere 
to oppoſe your Happineſs and mine? (Xneels) Deareſt, 
adored Lady PaoTEa, look kindly on him, who, kneel- 

ing 


” 


ant 
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_ Marriage Contract on this Bliſs-inſpiring 


PROT E A. 
Riſe, FE — Marriage | Contra 1—Hand 1 


You amaze me—COUNSEL ? 
— O U N 8 E I. 


Well, Madam Why this ng Look ? That peu 
have confented to the one, and given na 3 
prove in all the Courts of Law. 
of our Sex muſt be always forced to 2 
wiſh for. 2 


ROTE A. 


Since you, CounssL, ſo partially conſpire with Sir 
FRANKLY "againſt me, 1 muſt ſurrender: but before the 
Execution of the Contract, entreat a few Days Sacrifice 


to Decency and Preparation. 
DEBONAIR, 


PROTEA. 


Now all my maiden Fears are over—I am not, in the 
—̃ — 2 abrupt an pr i bil wu y ary World py 
— For your ion a 
yr round-about 1 25 


COUNSEL. 


It was for that very Reaſon I ſpoke having been al- 
ways before-hand with your Deſires. * ing. 


Enter SERV ANT. 


SERVANT. 


My Lady, I fear Munger will be committed in the Gar- 
den. The CAPTAIN, with his great Sword drawn, 
ſwears enough to root up all the Trees. His Loxpsrmiy 
dances about as if mad, or enchanted by the hard Words 
che Doc ron ſays to him. | 

F ' PROTEA. 


Et 
1 
3 
£ 
. 
* 
: 

» 8 a 
2 
E 


34 Tur LADY's CHOICE: 
N 


Call the Footmen. (Exit SRVAr. Tou wil 80 
with me, Sir FRANKLY ? 


DEBONAIR, 
3 Preference now, ſince Danger is near your Lady- 
* ROT EA. | 


| Come, let us not loſe a Moment. j - [ Exeunt.. 


SCENE 'changes to the Garden. 


Br0aps1DE, MaTHro, and STRAIT, their / 
| Swords drawn. 


BROADSIDE. 


Why do not you ſtand your Ground ? Do you think I 
have nothing elſe to do but to run after you, you Land- 


0 ? 


STRAINWIT. 


Get a proper Weapon, and I am your Man — 
ſlender Blade is no Match for your butcherly Cleaver of 


Humanity. 


MATH O. 
To fight is ſavage. This abominable Cuſtom of Duel- 


ling, unknown among the Greets and Romans hath ſprung. 
up in Europe but fince the Declenſion of the Reman Em- 
pire, and Extinction of polite Literature. It had it's Riſe 
among Barbarians, who in Proportion as they were deſec- 
tive of Reaſon, decided all their Diſputes with Blows, and 
other Acts of —— 8 


BRO A D 8 1 D k. J. 
What you fay, Doc ron, may be very true, and very 


right ; but is nothing at all to my preſent Purpoſe —— 
Therefore Itell you, run-away Raſcal, if I once board you, T 


will 


Tes LADY's CHOICE. 3. 


will faſten you on a Barrel of Gun- powder, put Fire to 
it, and ſend you ſkipping in the Air with other painted 


Vapours. 
5 STRAINWIT, 
O terrible Monſter of the Deep! 59 0 
MAT HO. 

1 think, Car TAT, it would have been à prettiet 
Image, and ſavour more of Antiquity and the Claflicks, 
if you had ſaid 

Add a new ſprawling Monſter to the Sky. 


BROADSIDE. 


Dann ge and the Clicks, Why da you wk 
to me of them ? 


U32% Ih S T R A 1 N WII. 4 7 
What ſays No/iradamus from Terra — incognita? 
L MAT H O. 1 * 


A 


1 this your ' Gratitude, for having, by my Ne 
hindered the Carr Ain from making conic Sections of your 


Body? 
BROAD SIDE, 


J leave the Popinia to you, Docror. I 1 
are more than a Match for him. I would undertake to 


fight Twenty of hot 8 n but We 


for ono of them. 


S TRAINWI IT. 


Since, Doc ron, you are ſo fond of traducing me into 
SF idiculous Image, what could be more ſo than your in- 
terfering between the CapTAIN and me? Your curtailed | 
Ch - dpi 7 Skewer of a Sword, joined to his Mower of 

was like a Dwarf bearing a Court Lady s Train, ; 
«5 Comma cel 95 og Phe ; 


MATH O. 


It was more than a Semicolon z nay a Fll-fp for hy 


worthleſs Life, 
F 2 Enter. 


r 


T 


A ao CG 


* 
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& Tu LADY% CHOICE: 
Enter Denowarn, PrOTEA, Covnser, Cc. 
ROTH 
Gentlemen, What is the Reaſon of this Qgarrel ? 
MAT HO. 


There never was, is, or can be Reaſem ſor a Quarrel; 
they are incompatible : cannot exiſt together, 


PROTEA, 
I command the Peace. 90 1 
-BROADSIDE, MATHO, and STRAINWIT, 
We obey. 44 0 ti fir up their m 
DRBONAIX. 


The Cauſe I have heard, Gentlemen, ſhould on both 
Sides have rather provoked your Laughter, than 9 


yon. 

MATH ©, 
So I repeatedly told them; but to no Purpoſe, 
1b. | | ROT EA. ac off 


der Idar cycur-Contibacifullered in — 
If you pleaſe, I will order one of my Servants to 


MATH O. 


No, thank vour Ladyſhip; O for Ajax's ſeven. fols_ 
Shield ! How wiſe was the antient Cuſtom of Armour, in 


Combat! —— Madam, I have a female Servant at Home, 


2 ET I3 — 
_— 


o 
p — r 
5 * 

2 _ < 


Native of Syracu/e, who contracts all Chaſms in my Habi- 
liments with Attic Needles, and with Raman Silk, 


PROTEA. 


Servants withdraw. Ex. Servants.) Now, Gen- 
tlemen Lovers, as you have been pleaſed to ſtyle =_ 
ves, 


Tut LADY% CHOICE SF 
= receive in Publick the Anſwer deſigned for each of 
gangs , Anm 


on each 0 


110 KU DUE 


11 4 any Regard be paid to Valour; and the Sex, they 
ay, loves Courge her Choice muſt cerainly fall on me.” 


PROTEA 
e BuoApI1DI. 8 
BROADSIDE 


Tt is aft & 1 guild; hb decker hr m Uday 
There is not a Man in, the Navy walks a Quarter-Deck 
better than I do, 

„Rr PRO T E A. 


As I ſhall never endure to be ſeparated from my Huf- 
— and have a mottal Auerſion to the Sea, you muſt 
naturally conelude an Impoſſibility of our joining in n Weds 


BROADSIDE. 
8 


BZ 


By one to their Liking, fay L—Altho* 
GT be 2 0 2-4 ere I part, 
Favour the Wind may blow. 


STRAINWIT. 


Unleſs ſhe had been prejudged to Brutality 
RroapsDpt, or Dulneſs with Ho, ber Paſſibn 
muſt have been, and is doubtleſs for me. I ſee her 


Bu FN Creature ! How theſe diſappointed poop 
PROTEA.. = 


with 


My Lord. 
STR A IN WIT. 

Lady. To fave your Confuſion before Count 
nf; Ike Jour Tad by ee apr Wl 
you wodld Tay, 

a PROTEA, 


38 Tu LADY CHOICE: 


Fa. - 


. + » 7 <atatde]> 


| 

| * 
preſumptuous Phaeton, thus I daſh thee from thy Pin- 
=D nacle of Vanity Know, thou art the Object of my Con- 
| tempt. Before you can expect that any of the rational 
Females will join with ſuch as you; learn to love - 
ſelves leis, them more; and to 1 * your N W 

for 2 little ſolid Senſe, 


1 ; STRAINWILT. 


| 

| if ponds Madam? In return I commiſſion you to 

laim to your Sex, that I renounce All Thoughts of 

necting with any of them; will forthwith court the 
| chaſte Muſes only. _ So you, and your Sex, may pine, 
i n and be buried as faſt as you pleaſGGꝙJ. 
| | 5 


A PRO TEA. 


| Notwithſtanding tis cruel Declartion I hope you will 
3 | - be o kind as to ſend us your Works. 


Te Fre 


4 RAIN WII. 


Ts you, or your Sex, endowed with Intellects ca- 
"y * — them, I might. For my Works are all 
# uibs of Wit,” that exploſive fame, flaming ſoar, and 
5 ſoaring draw all Eyes to gaze on the ſtarry Progeny, that 
2 7 the 238 — of the Beaux E ſprits Ma- 
„your Servant. From this Moment, dear Parnaſ-: 
Jus, 1 am eternally yours. (Comg.) But to puniſh her I 
will ſtay, and ſee who is to be, The Lady's Choice. 


BROADSIDE. 0 
Jam reconciled to my Reſuſal, ſince that g 


(8). WE RI Es ts re 
- 


— tm » > 4 q * +4 \ 
. HT py og. * 


of 


5 

ip Thing, that dancing Pratler, is cathiered. rem =. 

ja Spark, now you are anſwered, fall abaft. Do not 25 
WS Although * Hopes be wrecked here, come on 
ith board with me ; will make you 2 Midſhipman, and ſo 
i er Country,” 
it MATH O. 

8 Things go as they ought to do. A falſe Reliſh for the . 
j 3 3 ufurp for a While. But the true Taſte 


—— — 
”S 8 


ny 4 
ns +. 4 


be -- -—<. 4s < 
a 1 8 — w 
— oats Goon 
4$ 2 
7 


= TY 


Tut LADYs CHOICE wy 
of tn makes Proſelytes at laſt, as s of Lady PROTEA 


PROTE A. 
Doctor MaTHo. 


to me. 


MAT H o. 


Madam —— The moſt devoted of your fublunary Ad- 
mirers preſumes, from the Nadir of his Demerit, to aſpire 
to the Zenith of your beautiful Perfections; to form therein 
a focial Conſtellation, _ 


PROTEA. 


To put an End to all your Hopes, I deckre n 
for the Moderns againſt the Antients, and that 18 


0 MATH 0. 22 1 
Then fink under the Preflure of Graritiong and be 
confounded with Terreſtreity. 


hy 


BROADSIDE., 
 Hip—Docrox—We FE. hang em here. 

S TRAIN WIT. Fa 
Now DocTor, to comfort pour diſcover the Lo Len- 


gitude, and ſquare a Circle. 


COUNSEL” 4 , 
- Do that, ſublime Doc ox, and L A at put Dice 


tion; then you will be poſſeſſed of a large Premium. a 


o 
a4 


* Arn 


, * N  ” » 


Inſolent Triflers. Here ends m Caurthips to you, Ma- 
dam, ! for ever defect the 4 of my Deſires 
from ſo eccentrical a Zone of erratic Fudicity.— But, 
dear Antiquity, Philoſophy, Aſtronony, and vu, O Ma- 
theſis, I am ſtill, and ſhall perſevere your ever faithful 


Aggregate, and conſtant Worn. renne. 


MATHO: 


move ard ad in 3 ſomewhat humbler than the Starry 


220404” 


by Tun LADY: CHOICE. 


BROADSIDE. 


Give my thy Hand, Brother in Misfottune Von 
filent Gentleman (ſmooth Water runs deep) I ſee is, The 
Lady's Choice. Since we have loſt her, let us neither envy 


nor repine at another's good Fortune. 
COUNSEL. 


There being =o longer Occaſion £426 has; Chin. 
men here ; you may go as ſoon as you, pleaſe. 


BROADSIDE. 


ſaid.— lead the Van. Let us to the Ta- 
vern ; waſh away Sorrow with good old Hock : and 
at every Round, give a Cheer for Sugcels to his 1 


Navy. 
7 STRAINWIT. 


Man of Learning ſucceed 2s 2 Cooler between that 
Man of Fire and me. 


MATH . 
Oi moi-—O Teupen O Mares! [Exit 
STRAINWIT. 6 
bh this juſt Dealing, Goh? f 


DEBONA1TIR. 


Your Ladyſhip has their Diſmiſſion to a Trio, who 
ſcem endowed with = extraordinary Qualifications. 


PROTEA. 


You, Sir, are their happy Contraſt, having what is 
valuable in each, without the 3 The one has Courage 
without Politeneſs ; the other Wit without Judgment: 
and the third Learning without Taſte. "5 


DEBONATIR. 


Let us quit ſo diſagreeable for more pleaſing Subjects. 
PROTEA. 


F 


2 


Tur LA D T's CHOICE. 41 
P ROT EA. ö 
Dear CounsEL, I have ſtill ſome Appprehenſions. 
COUNSEL. © 
Fancy all, Madam; I e ſee any Cauſe, 


PROTEA. 
I do. | 

COUNSEL. 
Where? 

PROTEA, 


In the ſarcaſtic Comments. 
COUNSEL. 
"Tp ROTE A. 
Of pert Deſcanters on this ſudden Reſolution. 
COUNSEL. 
Here is your Apology ; refer them to Sir FRANKLY« 
DEBONATIR. 


I am of CounsEL's Opinion; let them be referred to 
me, whoſe chief, Study it will be, that Lady PrRoTEA 


Of whom ? 


for m-*rimonial, tho? (in our depraved mercenary 
Bo not very faſhionable Happineſs, ſhall be envied dy 
r 
 PROTEA. 


And in orateful Return my chief Care ſhall be, to de- 
ſerve ſtill more and more ſuch kind and generous: Indul- 
gence. 

Learn Jy; f in Wedlock who would happy prove; 

Eſteem muſt be the Harbinger of Love. 


- 


FT NL 


- 


„ 


* —— S242 


f * 


ous and thuckling to his lv Compeer. 
- And only to conjgenjgel Dunces civil. 


+ Theys 2 cur Nation Hinour, crofs the Seas, 


EPIL OGUR 
Se. Mrs, 8 RN E E N. 


NON wil be the Critichs 106 Hogs ; 
II hen from this Houſe they to the. Bed fo peur: 

A 4 dreadfed Legion to new-atted Pieces ! | 

AsrER begins, who ev'ry Huthor flerces; 

Calls en BurroNE *mong/t the gaping Crowd, TI 


of 


in damning all Things ex, port, ferill, and loud. 


Wl E — have you been at the Show next Deer? 
Tes; Heaw'n forgive re.. Inter fax ſo poor, 

So e a Thing 1 don't know what it means. 

How lamely after Wit the Creature flrains! . 1 4 
Such Bards ! how full 'n the Stage] Ho; can you tell; 

Who is ; wchexce comes be — Yes 34 know him well * 
Wald have new-fornt'd his Piece, for Friendfhig's ale 
Had he conſulted me. How Felle miſta le 

Their Talents — He has ſome Taſle, Reading, — 2 — 
But to Stape-writing not the. leaft Pretence: art 
Yet, that my Friend's not ignorant, a Fud is.—— "© + 
He may know Theory; but damn bis Practice. 

Replies Burrow 1 ASPER, with a Leer, 


* = 7 
. "2 < 21 9 
" « %# 1 rg 


b Shrag "ſignificant, and cunning Sneer 
Regeins ;— Why, Poe wwrote Plays; nay, to * Fellows 
Shew'd them ; the Menager: : but they are jealous | 
Of ev'ry Man, above their own dull Level, "> Senn.” 


Was? + 


What think you F. their Anſwer, entre 

He de read y our F Sir ; take them, they «won't . . a 
vet, by. Haan, e Keul, Plot, Spirit, That, vs 
Englith Dramas are fo richly fraught, | SO 


Oufine the French, old Rome, and elder Greece. 
Bat that awvdil'd not with avtaficleſs Mind: Ni. 
Lay Pearls {fore Swuine, ſhew Picture ta the Ni. 
For my Part, I renounce=— farewell the _ 5 
Producing Nargbt but what provokes my Spleen. 

Ver on the Praiſe extravagant of Friend, 
Or Party s blind /. true Fame depends; 
What gives te Crowds unprejudic'd Delight : 
In Spite of <uhiffling Cavillers, is right.—— 

O let us bope that af 7 — 
re 
F 
6 
WIE 


